
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board September 7, 2009

Present:   Kathy Moore, Terry Schwendeman, Randy Grippen, Jon Kusler, Jim Hamilton

Meeting called to order 7:30 PM

Guests: Jonathan Pollei, Christine Pollei, and David Rand from Tenzin Gyatso Institute (TGI, aka Rigpa Center)

Presentation from TGI:  They have a financial gift from a Berne resident with an eye for creating something for the community. They are now ready to do something about it.  They have spoken with Kevin Crosier and the benefactor resident about creating a public trail.  They presented a map showing the initial segment of trail they would like to create, with the understanding that this is a first step in a process of several phases.  The Conservation Board had many questions which led to a prolonged conversation.  Terry asked about traffic; they responded that the trail is intended just for the Town of Berne so it shouldn’t generate a large amount of traffic. Terry questioned how they would advertise it. The plan is to use mainly word-of-mouth promotion, but they could use a sticker system, as with the transfer station.  What kind of uses would be allowed?  Non-motorized : X-C skiing, hiking, snowshoeing.  Terry asked if they would create a parking area, and if so for how many cars?  Jonathan responded that the plan is to have parking in the plow turnaround which is the end of the town road, for perhaps as many as 5 cars.  They would like to put a kiosk at the parking area, with information about the geological and biological features of the area, as with a nature trail.  There was a discussion regarding wetlands on the property as a whole. They would like to create a meditation area and a stupa . Terry asked if the financial gift allows for the creation of other structures.  The funds are all to be used for the development of the trail.  Terry said she’d prefer not to have something too conspicuous.  We talked about the current traffic generated by activities at the Center, which is not noticeable. The TGI has a goal of promoting local economic stuff activity.  They are planning now for an event in 2010 which is expected to draw a larger crowd; they are thinking that they would like to solicit local people to provide housing for the event.  An added bonus would be the promotion of agricultural tourism in the area.  A lively discussion of local producers ensued.  They need a list of local growers; generally thered is a need for a brochure or list of local agricultural producers. 

Terry asked how the CB could assist.  They would appreciate help with trail design, clearing & marking etc. The TGI will propose a specific weekend. There was general agreement that CB members could/would help.    We could use the CB’s GPS and generate a map that could be used to promote it. 

A significant part of the trail goes over existing “road”. Most of the trail actually already exists.  There has been some blow down that needs to be cleared, but no standing trees need to be removed.   There is already a bridge where the trial crosses a stream.  

We discussed the balance regarding creating a trail with sufficient width to accommodate handicapped access without allowing or encouraging ATV or other motorized access. Randy wondered whether the local snowmobile club could be a possible partner.  We asked about liability.   Kevin thought the Town’s policy would cover it.  They have their own insurance policy.  

Reidsville abandoned mine reclamation: nothing has happened yet, because the owner has to be contacted. PB is trying to contact. 

Wetlands delineation:  Jon will ask around some more.

Boardwalk presentation:  Jon will do at next mtg.  (October).  Terry will ask the PB to come.  Would like to promote to PB.  

Roy Lamberton would like to make a presentation regarding the Hudson River watershed.  We would like to have him in November.  

Fox Creek Park:  How much effort should go into maintaining this park? The Town has been doing regular mowing, which is very good. Would maintaining some details (e.g. the basketball net) go some way toward preventing future vandalism, on the “broken window” theory?   Kathy presented a list of needs identified by Jon K. and Kathy at a visit in July. Tom C. had already identified those needs. Kathy will talk to Tom C. and see if the list of items needs to be expanded.  

Continuing Ed: Biochar seminar 9/15.  Terry will attend Conservation Tour at the USDA Service Center on 9/15.  

Joint PB, CB, TB, ZBA meeting: Terry attended this joint meeting; it was dominated by discussion of ZBA schedule for turnaround of applications.  

Site Visits: There is nothing immediate. But there are two pending; we will get maps as soon as they are available.  

Comprehensive Plan Meeting: 9:45 AM 9/19 at Senior Center.

Herbicide use along highways (guardrails):  Gerry Chartier was wondering what the CB’s opinion is.  Terry will ask DOT about this. Jon suggested she ask what the guidelines for use are.   Is there a potential for runoff contamination of the Fox Creek? Or do the guidelines anticipate that problem?

Switzkill Natural Area:

Jon and Kathy marked the “Big Water Trail”; further clearing is required now.  Re: scheduling a work day:  we only need a few people with the right equipment, including a chainsaw for downed material and a weed whacker and/or sickle bar mower for the stretch of trail near the parking lot.   

The “Small Water Trail” needs more/clearer marking.  It was too wet earlier in the summer for doing this.  There are some bigger trees in that area (3”-4”) which would require a chainsaw.

We will try to do a work day on a Friday; October 2, 9 AM.  

Next meeting October 12, 2009.

Meeting Adjourned 9:45 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,                                    Kathleen E. Moore

